i6o         EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
into the abstractions of metaphysics to the delight of her
students. She was a good Latinist and a woman of wide
literary culture, who gave to her nuns, and through them
to the schools of the Society, an education that was emi-
nently reasonable; reasonable not in the sense of the
practical wisdom that Madame de Maintenon established
at St. Cyr, but reasonable because based on clear logical
principles that afforded a moral criterion for every act.
The girl who did wrong " knew that she was a fool " and
knew how to rectify her error- The nuns were taught how
to handle adolescents, and were encouraged to develop
growing powers by means of beautiful literature, to meet
the difficulties of the age by the principles of sound
philosophy. Self-control, self-determination, self-develop-
ment came from this education of the reason, and marked
the generations that came under Mother Durand's influence
with the stamp of strong personalities.
Reverend Mother Nerincs, Superior first of the convent
of Conflans and then of Ixelles, played an important part
in the organisation of the second juniorate, and passed on
many of her ideas to Reverend Mother Marguerite Lesage,
who had assisted her in her constructive work, and who
later developed and widened the course of studies for the
juoiorate in France by calling in outside lecturers and
adding to libraries and science rooms. Reverend Mother
Lesage carried on the studies and the traditions to Rivoli,
Turin, and Jette during the days which preceded the War.
She was succeeded by her sister, Reverend Mother Marie,
who for long years during and after the War continued the
work of formation and adaptation. Her personality
remains impressed upon many leading figures in the
Society to-day. Nuns to whom she taught her doctrine
that u natural perfection forms the most stable basis for